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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Dear friends and bryozoan-lovers, 
 
I hope our community and related families are doing well, though news about covid-19 are still not really reassuring 
and numbers of infections per day rise in several countries fortunately often without parallel increase in extremely 
serious fatal consequences. I am reasonably confident that the situation is more and more improving with the 
spreading of vaccination and the consequent reduction of the disease. Though sometimes recklessly, people are 
ǊŜŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ countries, if not everywhere. 
 

Like all people around the world, our community is desiring to meet again because of the importance of 
discussions and exchanges of opinions for the advance of research, that can be more fruitful in face-to-face meetings 
and I hope that we could have this opportunity next year. After the Council definitely discarded the Brazil option for 
the 2022 IBA Conference because of the persisting unfavourable, potentially dangerous, situation in that country, 
the call for offers for a new location is already producing some intention to submit proposals (see page 14), whose 
formalisation is expected during the on-line joint Larwood/Australarwood Meeting latest September-starting 
October. I hope that a large number of members will attend it presenting the latest results of their research. 
 

In the last months, an action to promote awareness of the relevance of bryozoans in Earth ecosystems and 
foster for their inclusion in lists of species and habitats for protection, has been prepared Chiara Lombardi, Jo Porter, 
Silvia Cocito and me has been sent to members of the IUCN commissions to attract their attention on them. We are 
now waiting for feedback. 
  
My best wishes and stay safe 
 
Antonietta Rosso 
 

 
 

FROM THE TREASURER  
 
IBA Financial position -- two years after Conference in 2019 
All figures are in NZ dollars 

¶ Income (since 31 May 2019) = $11,963 (comprising 31 donations, fundraising, profit from 2016 and 2019 
conferences) 

¶ Expenditure (since 31 May 2019) = $227 (bank fees, misc) 

¶ Total funds in our bank accounts = $12,820 
 

This is enough for 4-5 student travel grants in 2022.  If you can, please consider donating to the IBA in order to 
ensure that students can attend the conference 

 
Abby Smith  
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NEW MEMBERS 
 
Natasha Gray Hitchcock is a biological research technician in the Marine Invasions Research Laboratory at the 
Smithsonian Environmental Research Center in Edgewater, Maryland, USA.  A California native, she studied Marine 
Biology and Geology at UC Santa Cruz with Todd Newbury and John Pearse, and became intimately familiar with 
ƛƴǘŜǊǘƛŘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǘƛŘŀƭ ŜŎƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘŜǊŜȅ .ŀȅ ōȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ άƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜǘ ŀǊŜέΦ  !ƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴǘƘǊŀƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
tiny sessile invertebrates, she ended up doing her masters with William Banta at American University and was 
introduced to the magical world of Bryozoans and the complexity of fouling communities.  Having worked off and on 
for the Smithsonian over the last 20 years, she is happy to be once again up to her elbows in invertebrate samples 
and is excited to attempt to hash out the taxonomy of some of the more tenuous groups of cryptogenic Bryos seen 
on the many fouling panels that have been deployed all over the Northwestern Hemisphere.  
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Natasha-Hitchcock  
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NEWS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP 
 
 
Abby Smith - Congratulations to Katerina Achilleos, Hannah Mello, and Yuta Tamberg, all of whom have submitted 
their PhD theses for examination in recent months or daysΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ōǊȅƻȊƻƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ 
IBA travel grants taking their next steps.  If you are looking for a postdoc or a new young lecturer ς think of them! 
 
 
Andrew Ostrovsky - Ekaterina Shevchenko and Ksenia Serova (whom you should remember both from the Sopot and 
Liberez IBA meetings) succeeded to get permanent positions as junior scientists at the Zoological Institution of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences. Both scientists continue to work on their PhD Theses (on cheilostome oogenesis and 
neuro-muscular anatomy of polymorphism, respectively). 
 
 
Hans De Blauwe - After 12 years and 333,300 km we urgently needed a new car. According to the insurance company 
we also had to have a new European vehicle registration plate. This was the moment! 
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Consuelo Sendino - NHM London collections are on the move - By 2026 the NHM, London, will move over 27 million 

specimens and over 600m3 of accompanying Library material to a new centre for the study of natural history at 

Harwell Campus, in Oxfordshire. The centre will provide a new bespoke facility to ensure the ongoing safety and 

expansion of the collections, and to safeguard specimens that are currently at risk of damage and deterioration in 

substandard buildings. It will also widen access to the collections for researchers and partners to tackle urgent global 

challenges, harness novel technologies and analysis techniques and accelerate digital collections access. You can find 

out more about the project here (www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/harwell).  

This move will affect the recent and fossil bryozoan collections. The full work plan should be defined by the end of this 

year and will begin to be implemented from early 2022. This is the reason that I wanted to get in touch with those of 

you who will need to come to London to study bryozoans in the following years. To allow us to prepare and move 

specimens, access to bryozoan collections will be affected until 2026. To support your planning I would encourage you 

to sign up to the NHM@Harwell mailing list on our website (www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/harwell) to receive updates on 

specific impacts on collections access, developments and timeframes when available. 

We realise that a lot of our visitors have been waiting to access the collections following the COVID-19 closures of 

museums worldwide and we will do our best to accommodate both visitors and loan requests where possible, and 

particularly over the next 2 years before collections start to move. 

Please let us know about your plans asap. 

Many thanks, 

Consuelo 

 

GIOVANNI MERLA MEDAL AWARDED TO EMANUELA DI MARTINO  
Emanuela di Martino has been awarded the Giovanni Merla Medal by the Societá Paleontologica Italiana, in 
recognition of the activity of young Italian scholars in the field of paleontology who have greatly contributed to the 
discipline with their research. Emanuela, originally from the province of Syracuse but now a citizen of the world, 
received a master's degree in Geological Sciences from the University of Catania, and in 2014 a PhD from the University 
of Utrecht (Netherlands) dedicating her research to present day bryozoans and fossils from the Mediterranean to 
Indonesia. She was a post doc at the Natural History Museum in London, she dealt with the possible causes of the 
origin of biodiversity in tropical seas and then landed at the Natural History Museum in Oslo where she is currently 
and where she is dealing with macro-evolutionary issues. In a career of little more than ten years, she has shown a 
passion for research, scientific rigor and the ability to conduct innovative studies that have led her to be enormously 
appreciated internationally and to demonstrate the value of Italian paleontology in the world. 
Paul Taylor 
 
More detail at  https://www.paleoitalia.it/varie/vincitori-delle-medaglie-spi-2021/ 
(Editors note ς above text translated from the same website) 
 

 
 

 
  

https://www.harwellcampus.com/
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/harwell
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/harwell
https://www.paleoitalia.it/varie/vincitori-delle-medaglie-spi-2021/
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ARTICLES 

COLLECTING BRYOZOANS FOR THE DARWIN TREE OF LIFE PROJECT 
 

Andrea Waeschenbach 
 
Mary Spencer Jones and Andrea Waeschenbach spent a week in May at the Marine Biological Association (MBA) in 
Plymouth where they were hosted by John Bishop to help collect fresh bryozoan samples for whole-genome 
sequencing. This work is part of a wider sequencing initiative led by the Wellcome Sanger Institute in Cambridge called 
the Darwin Tree of Life (DToL; www.darwintreeoflife.org), which aims to sequence the genome of every eukaryotic 
terrestrial and aquatic UK species over the coming years. Although a somewhat time-consuming affair for bryozoans, 
as large amounts of clean tissue are required for this type of sequencing, we collected DToL-ready samples for 15 
species (Alcyonidium hirsutum, Plagioecia patina, Disporella hispida, Bugulina turbinata, Bugulina flabellata, 
Cradoscrupocellaria ellisii, Scrupocellaria scruposa, Bicellariella ciliata, Cellaria fistulosa, Cellaria sinuosa, 
Schizomavella linearis, Celleporina caliciformis, Omalosecosa ramulosa, Parasmittina trispinosa, and Escharella 
variolosa). We had extra pairs of hands helping with the collecting, imaging and liquid-nitrogen preservation from the 
rest of the MBA DToL team: Nova Mieszkowska (MBA Research Fellow), Robert Mrowicki (Postdoctoral Research 
Assistant), Patrick Adkins (Research Assistant), Joanne Harley (Research Technician) and Susie Wharam (Molecular 
Biology Technician). The results from the first genomes already in the pipeline, which were collected by John Bishop 
and Helen Jenkins (DToL Postdoctoral Research Assistant) previously (Membranipora membranacea, Bugulina 
stolonifera, Bugula nertina, Cryptosula pallasiana and Watersipora subatra) are already being anticipated with bated 
breath. Might there have been a genome duplication event ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎŎƻǇƘƻǊŀƴǎΚ ²ŜΩƭƭ Ƙŀve to wait to 
find out! 
 

 
The DToL team on the MBA vessel Sepia. From left: Patrick Adkins, Mary Spencer Jones, John Bishop, Andrea 
Waeschenbach, Joanne Harley 
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A very enjoyable cup of tea (Mary Spencer Jones & Andrea Waeschenbach) 

 

 
John Bishop and Robert Mrowicki in Churston Cove (Brixham, Devon) 
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Mary Spencer Jones in Churston Cove (Brixham, Devon) 

 

 
A boulder found in Churston Cove (Brixham, Devon) encrusted by colonies of Parasmittina trispinosa. 

 






















