Hippopodina iririkiensis Tilbrook, 1999.Tilbrook, Hayward & Gordon, 2001, p.90, fig.18B.

HIPPOPODINA IRIRIKIENSIS TILBROOK
(Fig. 18B)
Hippopodina iririkiensis Tilbrook, 1999: 454, fig. 2a,c,e.

Remarks

Tilbrook (1999) distinguished Hippopodina iririkiensis
from H. feegeensis (Busk, 1884) using orificial and
avicularium characters and especially the occurrence,
in the former, of a triad ancestrular complex compared
with the tetrad complex seen in H. feegeensis. The
form of the ancestrular complex is not known in the
other species from Vanuatu, H. viriosa Tilbrook, 1999.

Distribution

Hippopodina iririkiensis is widely distributed in the
tropical Indo—West Pacific, extending to the Red Sea
and the Mediterranean. Originally described from Iri-
riki Island, Vanuatu, numerous colonies of this species
were collected on all types of substratum, including
shell, tile, and coral rubble from Iririki Island, Erakor
Island, and Port Vila Harbour.

Hippopodina iririkiensis was by far the most spa-
tially dominant species found in Vanuatu and one of
the commonest.




